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Definitions 
 
40 CFR 1508.27   Significantly 
 
“Significantly” as used in NEPA requires consideration of both context and intensity: 
 

(a)  Context.  This means that the significance of an action must be analyzed in 
several contexts such as society as a whole (human, national), the affected region, 
the affected interests, and the locality.  Significance varies with the setting of the 
proposed action.  For instance, in the case of a site-specific action, significance 
would usually depend upon the effects in the locale rather than in the world as a 
whole.  Both short- and long-term effects are relevant. 

 
(b) Intensity.  This refers to the severity of impact.  Responsible officials must bear in 

mind that more than one agency may make decisions about partial aspects of a 
major action. 
 

(1) A significant effect may exist even if the Federal agency believes that on balance 
the effect will be beneficial. 
 

(7) Significance exists if it is reasonable to anticipate a cumulatively significant 
impact on the environment. Significance cannot be avoided by terming an action 
temporary or by breaking it down into small component parts. 




