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BLM Colorado manages 8.3 million surface acres and 27.1 million subsurface acres. BLM 
Colorado public lands generate tens of thousands of jobs and billions of dollars in revenue 
every year for local, state and national economies. 

39,400 jobs

$ 8.8 billion in economic activity

All reported economic outputs reflect estimated total effects, or direct effects and ripple effects throughout the economy. All totals are rounded to the nearest .1
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Economic activity across BLM-managed lands in Colorado generated $8.8 billion in fiscal year 2023 and 
supported 39,400 total jobs. 

In FY 23, oil and gas produced from federal lands generated $5.7 billion, or nearly 65% of the total BLM 
economic contributions to the state’s economy.

Recreation, another significant contributor to the state’s economy, generated $1.5 billion in economic 
output and supported 11,300 jobs from BLM-managed lands across Colorado.

Colorado ranked in the top 5 among the nation’s BLM states for economic contributions in FY 23 for 
recreation (3rd), oil and gas (4th), coal (3rd) and timber (2nd). 

BLM Colorado authorizes livestock grazing on 7.8 million acres in the state, supporting livestock man-
agement on about 2,400 separate grazing allotments by more than 1,000 ranching operations.  

Source: The BLM: Valuing America’s Public Lands 2024, https://www.blm.gov/about/data/socioeconomic-impact-report#:~:text=As%20
steward%20for%20approximately%20245,the%20benefit%20of%20all%20Americans
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