
No wa rra nty is m a de by the Burea u of L a nd M a na gem ent
a s to the a ccura cy, relia bility, or com pleteness of these da ta
for individua l use or a ggrega te use with other da ta , or for
the purposes not intended by the BL M .  S pa tia l inform a tion
m a y not m eet N a tiona l M a p Accura cy S ta nda rds.  T his
inform a tion m a y be upda ted without notifica tion.

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
URAVAN MINERAL BELT HERITAGE TRAIL

EM ERGENCIES
M ontrose County S heriff - (970) 252-4023
S a n M iguel County S heriff - (970)-728-1911

Safety 
Colora do's m ining history ha s left a  rich lega cy. However, this lega cy a lso
includes 23,000 ina ctive a nd a ba ndoned m ines tha t ca n be a s da ngerous
a s they a re picturesque. M ine sites m a y look sa fe to explore, but they
often conta in unsta ble soil, unsa fe roofs a nd la dders, dea dly ga sses,
poisonous sna kes, a nd da ngerous explosives. T he Colora do Division of
Recla m a tion, M ining a nd S a fety a sks you to "S ta y Out a nd S ta y Alive"
a nd not explore a ba ndoned m ines.
Cell phone covera ge m a y be spotty or una va ila ble.  Be prepa red for no
cell service a long the tra il.
T his GeoPDF will loca te your position when used with  Avenza 's    PDF
M a p APP.  However, there m a y be portions of the tra il where a  lim ited
view of the sky could result in a  poor GPS  signa l.
T his m a p wa s crea ted using a  com bina tion of the Dove Creek a nd Nucla
BL M  100k m a p series for a  ba se m a p.  T ra vel routes depicted on these
m a ps m a y not be current with wha t exists on the ground nor represent
BL M  a pproved routes.
Plea se do not enter a ny a rea  "closed" for your sa fety.

Along this 25-m ile-long historic m ining loop you will witness rem na nts of
the m ining pa st. Western M ontrose a nd S a n M iguel counties were center
to one of the world’s m ost im porta nt a nd a ctive ura nium  a nd va na dium
m ining industries. From  1898 through the ea rly 1980s, num erous
com pa nies extra cted ura nium  a nd va na dium   ore from  hundreds of m ines
a nd trea ted the m a teria l a t a  ha ndful of m ills. T hese m inera ls pla yed a n
essentia l role in Am erica n history during  the World Wa rs, the M a nha tta n
Project, the Cold Wa r nuclea r a rm s ra ce, a nd nuclea r energy
developm ent.  After the industry colla psed, the m ines a nd m ill sites were
a ba ndoned, lea ving unobstructed openings, piles of wa ste rock dum ps,
structures, a rtifa cts, a nd other m ining fea tures visible on the la ndsca pe
toda y.

Welcome to the Uravan Mineral Belt

Archaeology Site Etiquette
Archa eology is Everywhere. Everywhere people ha ve lived, there a re
historic a nd cultura l sites. At hom e or tra veling to other com m unities, be
respectful of the people a nd history there.
Rem em ber to L ea ve Artifa cts Where T hey Are Found.  Archa eologica l
sites tell stories of pa st people's lives. M oving a rtifa cts ta kes a wa y from
those stories. Adm ire, dra w, or photogra ph them  instea d.
Be a  good stewa rd of the pa st. It is everyone's responsibility to protect
a rcha eologica l sites for the future. If you find a  structure or a rtifa ct,
Plea se lea ve it in pla ce.
T hink a bout wha t you lea ve behind. L ea ving your own m a teria ls a t
a rcha eologica l sites could spoil the experience for others. T ra sh, food,
a nd ca m pfires ca n conta m ina te sites, m a king it ha rder to lea rn a bout the
pa st.
Be ca reful where you wa lk a t a n a rcha eologica l site. S tepping, lea ning,

BL M  T res Rios Field Office                
29211 Highwa y 184
Dolores, CO 81323
Phone: 970-882-1120
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T he Rim rock No.2 m ine wa s developed by the U nited
S ta tes Va na dium  in 1955 who worked the m ine through
1963. T he origina l m ine fa cilities consisted of ra il lines,
a  steel ore bin, a nd a  porta ble a ir com press enclosed
in a  fra m e building. T he m ine wa s briefly closed a nd
then reopened in 1965. Between 1965 a nd 1974 m ost
of the origina l surfa ce fea tures were rem oved. T he
m ine rem a ined in opera tion until 1983 a nd since ha s
been recla im ed.
Wha t fea tures ca n you find from  the Rim rock No.2
m ine? T he origina l steel bin sta nds a t the ba se of the
wa ste rock dum p, a nd it is connected to the open cut
m ine via  a  wooden trestle constructed in 1974. T he
trestle a llowed m iners to ba ck tra ckless ha ula ge
vehicles up to the bin a nd unloa d the contents. Once
ore wa s loa ded into the bin, trucks pa rked undernea th
the bin for ore, a nd a  worker enga ged the ha tch with a
lever to loa d the trucks, which then took the ore to be
processed a t a  m ill. As a  m ea ns to help protect the site
a nd provide enjoym ent of future visitors plea se lea ve
a rtifa cts where you find them !
T he photogra ph shows a  circa  1940s seda n, likely
used for historic m ining in the a rea  a nd then
a ba ndoned.

COLORADOU . S .  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  I N T E R I O R

Ra dium  Hill #10 M ine wa s
developed during the ea rly 1960s a t
the end of the ura nium  boom  a nd it
yielded ore through 1974. T he site
wa s la rgely destroyed through
recla m a tion in 2008 but the origina l
ore bin a nd wa ste rock m a teria l still
rem a in on the la ndsca pe toda y.

T he Fla g M ine opera ted during
the a rea 's 1950s ura nium  boom ,
a nd it yielded ore for a  rela tively
short period of tim e. T he site
currently fea tures a rcha eologica l
a nd engineering rem na nts of the
m ine's surfa ce pla nt, a nd a  series
of tunnels a nd open stopes
(dugout a rea s) driven into the
ba se of a  sa ndstone cliff. Toda y
a n ore bin, two ore chutes, a nd
ra il line rem a in visible on the
la ndsca pe.

Before you a re the rem a ins of a  1950s m iners’ housing
com plex a nd a ssocia ted 1970s ura nium  m ine. A
significa nt a spect of the site is the rem a ins of N a tive
Am erica n swea t lodge. T he ura nium  m ining industry in
the M inera l Belt im pa cted the lives of N a tive Am erica ns
in the region. During the 1950s, m ining com pa nies in the
S outhwest bega n em ploying N a tive Am erica ns, prim a rily
N a va jos a nd U tes, in excha nge for a ccess to ura nium  ore
on reserva tions. T he India ns worked prim a rily
underground a nd were quickly recognized a s expert
m iners. Beca use of this reputa tion, com pa nies in the
M inera l Belt a ctively recruited N a va jos, who ultim a tely
constituted a  significa nt proportion of the workforce. In so
doing, the m ining industry beca m e a n a gent tha t brought
la rge num bers of India ns off the reserva tions, providing
them  with tra ining a nd em ploym ent. T he workers then
im proved the econom ies of their reserva tions when they
returned with their ea rnings. By the la tter ha lf of the
1950s, a round 2,500 of the 10,000 m iners em ployed
a cross the Colora do Pla tea u were N a va jo.

U ra va n

Bedrock

Nucla

N a turita

Redva le

Norwood

S lick Rock

N a tiona l Geogra phic, Esri, Ga rm in, HERE, U NEP-WCM C, U S GS ,
NAS A, ES A, M ET I, NRCAN, GEBCO, NOAA, increm ent P Corp.

T he U ra nium  Herita ge L oop is loca ted a t the northwest end of Dry Creek
Ba sin in southwest Colora do.

How to Get There:

¯

From  S lickrock, ta ke S ta te Highwa y 141 ea st from  S lickrock 23 m iles (37
kilom eters).  Between m ile m a rkers 44 a nd 45, turn west onto S a n M iguel
County Roa d U 29W.  T he U 29W roa d will hea d due west for 6 m iles, then
m ea nder north a nd west a nother 11.5 m iles before rea ching the tra ilhea d
a nd inform a tion kiosk.

From  the junction of S ta te Highwa ys 141 a nd 145 (between N a turita  a nd
Norwood), ta ke Highwa y 141 south 12.5 m iles (20 kilom eters).  Between
m ile m a rkers 44 a nd 45, turn west onto S a n M iguel County Roa d U 29W.
T he U 29W roa d will hea d due west for 6 m iles, then m ea nder north a nd
west a nother 11.5 m iles before rea ching the tra ilhea d a nd inform a tion
kiosk.

Approaching from the south and west:

Approaching from the north and east
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During the 1950s, the Four Corners com pa ny bulldozed a  network of drill-roa ds ra dia ting outwa rd from  13 Z
Roa d in sea rch of ca rnotite a nd sa nk Ba chelor M ine sha ft to rea ch in a  pa rticula rly rich deposit in 1955. T he
Four Corners com pa ny insta lled a  surfa ce pla nt to fa cilita te work underground a nd dism a ntled a lm ost
everything upon selling the property in 1958. T he new opera tor, Ba chelor M ines, Inc., repla ced the surfa ce
pla nt in 1958, a nd then genera ted a  consta nt strea m  of ca rnotite ore into 1963, for the Atom ic Energy
Com m ission’s Cold Wa r nuclea r wea pons progra m s. L a rk L . Wa shburn lea sed the m ine spa nning 1963-
1968, a nd J a m es Herring did likewise 1971-1972, using the surfa ce pla nt left in pla ce by Ba chelor M ines,
Inc.   Wherea s m ost ura nium  m ines in the region were developed via  horizonta l tunnels a nd inclined sha fts,
the Ba chelor M ine wa s a m ong a  few ba sed on vertica l sha fts engineered a ccording to a  tem pla te borrowed
from  ha rdrock gold a nd silver m ines. In the tem pla te, a  hea dfra m e stood over the sha ft, a nd a  hoist in a  hoist
house winched a  skip hoisting vehicle into the hea dfra m e. S teel guides in the hea dfra m e upset the skip a nd
dum ped its contents into a n ore bin sta nding a dja cent. T he Ba chelor M ine is further distinguished from  the
region’s other m ines in tha t it still fea tures m ost of its surfa ce pla nt, except for the m a chinery a nd
com pressor a nd tool sheds, which a re gone. T he sha ft colla r, hea dfra m e, hoist house, prefa brica ted steel
ore bin, explosives m a ga zine, a nd a n a uxilia ry ventila tion sha ft a re a ll inta ct. T he a bove fea tures a lso reta in
sm a ll-sca le deta ils such a s linka ge for a  com m unica tion signa l bell connecting the sha ft a nd hoist house,
a nd a  la beled ca nister on the bin for m a nifest pa pers a ccom pa nying ore shipm ents by truck.

Henry Huff wa s the a dopted son of J a m es C. a nd Eliza
R. Huff. Being born in southern Neva da , Huff wa s a lm ost
a ssuredly Pa iute, given the historica l territory of the tribe.
T he popula r story tha t he wa s found in a  cra dleboa rd left
behind by his U te pa rents by settlers entering the
Pa ra dox Va lley in the ea rly 1880s is unfounded.
T hroughout his life he wa s known a s “India n” Henry. He
wa s a n a ccom plished hunter a nd killed severa l bea rs
ea ch spring. In the sum m er of 1900, Huff wa s working a s
a  stock drover for the Ga llowa y Ra nch in Norwood. Huff
obta ined a  Hom estea d Entry Pa tent for 160 a cres a long
N a turita  Creek west of Norwood on October 12, 1900. He
reported tha t he wa s a  na tive-born citizen in his
Hom estea d proof but did not indica te tha t he wa s a
N a tive Am erica n. N a tive Am erica ns were not considered
to be Am erica n citizens a t the tim e, a nd he would not
ha ve been eligible to obta in a  Hom estea d if he ha d
revea led his a ncestry. Huff bega n filing ra dium  a nd
va na dium  m ining cla im s in the Bull Ca nyon a rea
beginning in 1911, both individua lly a nd with a  va riety of
pa rtners. In m a ny of the a ssocia ted cla im  descriptions,
Huff a nd Ga llowa y’s ca bin wa s used a s a  point of
reference, with the cla im  loca tions identified a s a  certa in
dista nce from  the ca bin.  T his shows tha t the ca bin wa s a
prom inent a nd well-known loca tion in Bull Ca nyon.
Beginning in 1914, the ca bin wa s referred to sim ply a s
“Huff’s Ca bin” suggesting tha t his a ssocia tion with S im
Ga llowa y ha d cea sed, a nd the ca bin wa s used prim a rily
by Huff a s the center of his prospecting ventures.
Although Huff a nd his pa rtners beca m e increa singly
invested in prospecting, he likely continued ra nching for
m uch of his occupa tion of the ca bin.  Following Huff’s
dea th, the ca bin sa w continued use a s a  ba se for
ra nching a ctivities conducted by Etha n A. T ra cy until
1933. T he Ca bin wa s L isted on the N a tiona l Register of
Historic Pla ces in 2019.

I T he U ra  M ine wa s a m ong U nion Ca rbide's m ore im porta nt
ura nium  producers, a nd one of the la rgest in Bull Ca nyon.
Between 1965 a nd 1983, the m ine yielded a t lea st 200,000
tons of ore, a  significa nt volum e, for the nuclea r power
industry. When a ctive, the m ine ha d a  substa ntia l surfa ce
pla nt including a  hoisting system , steel trestle over two ore
bins, hoist house, com pressor house, shoe office, a nd
other fa cilities. T he m ine wa s la rgely recla im ed in 1999 a nd
wha t rem a ins toda y a re the tunnel porta l a nd trestle, a nd
ore bins.

U ra  M ine

Henry Huff Ca bin H

ABa chelor M ine

Before you is the sole surviving fea ture from  the
Wedding Bell M ine, a  wooden ore chute. T his va nta ge
point offers a n unobstructed overview of Bull Ca nyon
a nd Wild S teer M esa . Geologica lly, the S a lt Wa sh a nd
Brushy Ba sin M em bers of the M orrison Form a tion,
which consist of a lterna ting sa ndstone a nd m udstone
la yers, a re a lso visible from  this va nta ge point. Y ou ca n
spot the upper la yers of the S a lt Wa sh a bove the
thicker, white. sa ndstone horizon in the photo. T hese
la yers fea tured m ost of the region’s ca rnotite ore
deposits. Ca rnotite’s principa l constituents were
va na dium  a nd ura nium , in order of proportion. Ore rich
with ura nium  tended to be ca na ry-yellow, a nd when
im purities were present, it ra nged from  greenish-yellow
to light-brown. Ore with a  high va na dium  content
tended to be olive-green to brick-red, a nd geologists
recognized com pounds tha t were blue-bla ck to bla ck
by the 1950s.

Wedding Bell Ca m p

Wha t rem a ins toda y of the Wedding Bell Ca m p a re a
colla psed ca bin, a  pla tform  for a  fra m e residence,
three tent pla tform s, a nd a n a rtifa ct a ssem bla ge. T he
Wedding Bell Ca m p origina lly served a s a
prospectors' ca m p during the 1900s, a nd la ter served
a s a  ura nium  m iners' ca m p from  the 1940s into the
m id-1960s. T he tent a nd building pla tform s da te to the
ra dium  boom  of the 1900s a nd the va na dium  boom  of
the 1910s. M ost of the fea tures, however, da te to the
first yea rs of the ura nium  boom  tha t bega n during the
la te 1940s.
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