
From: Howard, Stephanie J
To: Beagley, Kyle K; Kratman, Veronica E; Wilmoth, Bayley M; Hocanson, Molly M; Truman, Dana K.
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Colorado Dems warn against another Utah oil expansion
Date: Thursday, September 7, 2023 12:36:17 PM
Attachments: bennet-neguse-letter-to-blm-on-potential-wildcat-loadout-expansion-project.pdf

 
 
Stephanie Howard
Branch Chief NEPA & GIS
Green River District
170 S 500 E 
Vernal, UT 84078
435-781-4469

From: Preston, Matthew A <mpreston@blm.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, September 7, 2023 11:01 AM
To: Porter, Lance C <l50porte@blm.gov>; Sheehan, Gregory J <gsheehan@blm.gov>; Mendez, Joseph
C <jmendez@blm.gov>; Gaddis, Benjamin T <bgaddis@blm.gov>; Howard, Stephanie J
<showard@blm.gov>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Colorado Dems warn against another Utah oil expansion
 
FYSA. I imagine the letter to the Director will get routed to us in DTS for a response.
 
-- 
Matt Preston, PhD 
Deputy State Director, Resources 
Bureau of Land Management, Utah 
801-503-5411, mpreston@blm.gov 
 

From: politicoemail@politicopro.com <alert@email.politicopro.com> 
Sent: Thursday, September 7, 2023 10:53 AM
To: Preston, Matthew A <mpreston@blm.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Colorado Dems warn against another Utah oil expansion
 

 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links,
opening attachments, or responding.  
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Congress of the United States 
Washington, D.C. 20510 


 
September 7, 2023 


 
The Honorable Tracy Stone-Manning 
Director 
Bureau of Land Management 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
Dear Director Stone-Manning: 
 
We write to share our concerns about the potential Wildcat Loadout expansion project’s effects 
on Colorado’s communities, water, land, air, and climate. The Bureau of Land Management’s 
(BLM) Utah State Office is currently evaluating this project, which would increase the facility’s 
capacity in Price, Utah. This would enable the shipment of up to an additional one billion gallons 
of waxy crude oil per year from Utah’s Uinta Basin through Colorado on an average of one two-
mile-long train every day. These trains are proposed to run for over 100 miles alongside the 
Colorado River’s headwaters – a vital water supply for nearly 40 million Americans, 30 Tribal 
nations, and millions of acres of agricultural land. Given this project’s potential dangers, we urge 
BLM to conduct a full and robust environmental impact statement (EIS) that takes into account 
all the risks posed to Colorado, rather than a cursory environmental assessment (EA) of the 
proposed expansion. 
 
A train derailment that spills oil in the Colorado River’s headwaters would be disastrous to our 
state’s water supplies, wildlife habitat, and outdoor recreation assets, and the broader Colorado 
River Basin. In addition, an accident on the train line further increases wildfire risk at a time 
when the West already faces historically dry conditions. 
 
We previously have raised similar concerns regarding the proposed Uinta Basin Railway in Utah, 
which would ship up to 4.6 billion gallons of waxy crude oil per year through Colorado. 
Recently, a federal court overruled the Surface Transportation Board’s (STB) approval of the 
project, which was based on a deeply flawed environmental and risk analysis, and ordered a new 
review.1 In light of the court's decision, the BLM should not repeat the STB’s mistakes, and 
instead conduct a robust environmental review. The BLM cannot adequately account for 
potential harm from increased oil shipments through Colorado with an EA, given its lower 
requirements for public involvement and environmental analysis. 
 
Many Colorado communities have raised concerns about how the Wildcat Loadout expansion 
and the Uinta Basin Railway would increase oil train traffic and potential railway accidents that 
could harm water quality and wildlife, and enhance wildfire risk. Please see attached letters from 
Eagle County, Colorado and the city of Glenwood Springs on the Wildcat Loadout expansion 


                                                 
1 Eagle County, Colo. v. Surface Transportation Board, --- F.4th --- (D.C. Cir. Aug. 18, 2023). 







and from numerous Colorado local governments, organizations, and residents on the Uinta Basin 
Railway.  
 
We urge BLM to prepare a full EIS that accounts for the full risks of the Wildcat Loadout 
expansion to Colorado’s communities, water supplies, and environment.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you on this important matter. 
 


Sincerely, 
 
 


 
Michael F. Bennet Joe Neguse


United States Senator Member of Congress
 


 







Colorado Dems warn against another Utah oil expansion

By Jennifer Yachnin

09/07/2023 06:41 AM EDT

Rep. Joe Neguse (D-Colo.) joined Sen. Michael Bennet (D-Colo.) in a letter to the Bureau of Land Management. | Francis
Chung/POLITICO

 

Colorado lawmakers are again raising alarms over a project that aims to expand shipments of
Uinta Basin crude oil, warning of potentially "disastrous" spills and urging the Bureau of Land
Management to conduct a "robust" environmental review.

Democratic Sen. Michael Bennet and Rep. Joe Neguse on Thursday pressed BLM to carefully
weigh a proposed expansion of the Wildcat Loadout facility near Price, Utah, that transfers crude
oil from oil tanker trucks to rail cars.

An amendment to the project's current BLM permit would allow it to increase shipments by more
than 200 percent, from 30,000 barrels per day to 100,000 barrels daily.

The facility, which transports Uinta Basin crude oil, is owned by the Nevada firm Coal Energy
Group 2 LLC.

In a letter to BLM Director Tracy Stone-Manning, Bennet and Neguse asserted the expansion
would mean as much as 1 billion gallons of additional waxy crude oil being shipped on railroads
that parallel more than 100 miles of the Colorado River.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feplanning.blm.gov%2Feplanning-ui%2Fproject%2F2025436%2F510%3Fsource%3Demail&data=05%7C01%7Cmhocanson%40blm.gov%7Ce0fdda32bd43479c201408dbafd134dd%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638297085766030003%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rMgvU5pPZQg2cJFF%2B%2BUcfjiIeVgAOAbvRVKR2AUaUqU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsubscriber.politicopro.com%2Feenews%2Ff%2Feenews%2F%3Fid%3D0000018a-6bef-de1a-a78e-7bffcb9b0000%26source%3Demail&data=05%7C01%7Cmhocanson%40blm.gov%7Ce0fdda32bd43479c201408dbafd134dd%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638297085766030003%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GecuvrnQ%2BWt7qfQrbEfGSexTIXS%2FQJH3NtzGk2f27Vg%3D&reserved=0


"A train derailment that spills oil in the Colorado River’s headwaters would be disastrous to our
state’s water supplies, wildlife habitat, and outdoor recreation assets, and the broader Colorado
River Basin," the lawmakers wrote, referring to the 40 million individuals across seven states who
rely on the river for water.

"In addition," they said, "an accident on the train line further increases wildfire risk at a time
when the West already faces historically dry conditions."

The lawmakers pressed BLM to conduct a thorough environmental impact statement, rather than
a "cursory environmental assessment."

Bennet and Neguse noted that a federal appeals court last month ordered the Surface
Transportation Board to restart its own review of the proposed Uinta Basin Railway, an 88-mile
line to carry waxy crude oil out of the Uinta Basin.

The lawmakers raised similar concerns about that project, including the failure of an
environmental review to consider environmental impacts to Colorado.

"In light of the court's decision, the BLM should not repeat the STB’s mistakes, and instead
conduct a robust environmental review," the lawmakers wrote.

To view online:
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2023/09/07/colorado-dems-warn-against-
another-utah-oil-expansion-00114357
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