








.04B 

3060 - MINERAL REPORTS - PREPARATION AND REVIEW 

B: Stare Directors exercise management autlioncy delegate<foy �ffie Dfreetoi�ana are� � � 
responsible for the processing of land and minerals casework and planning documents within 
their area of jurisdiction. The level of technical review is dependent on staffing and delegation 
of authority. The State Director ensures that mineral reports are prepared by qualified 
technical staff. The State Director or their delegated representative make a management 
acknowledgement of each minerals report prepared in the District. The State Director also 
ensures that all mineral reports prepared by technical staff of the Bureau or by other agencies 
or contractors comply with minimum standards and receive appropriate technical review. In 
addition, the State Director will ensure that all mineral actions receive technical approval 
before final processing. 

C. The Deputy State Director for Mineral Resources shall carry out all functions as 
delegated by the State Director. The technical review level for each type of mineral report is 
given in .11, .21, .22, and .31.

D. The District Manager or Assistant District Manager for Minerals shall carry out all 
functions as delegated by the State Director . 

. 05 References. See Bureau Manual Sections 3021, 3031, 3070, and 3891. See also 
Bureau Handbook H-3890-1. 

.06 Policy. 

A. The policy of the Bureau is that all mineral reports shall be prepared on a timely
basis for all actions listed in .11, .21, .22, and .31 below and meet the mininum standards 
specified in this manual. The mineral report will be prepared by a mineral specialist or 
mineral examiner and shall be prepared based on the professional review of all available data. 
Field examinations are mandatory for mining claim validity, surface use determinations, and 
appraisal cases. Field examinations on other actions shall be performed if the mineral 
specialist/examiner determines that the existing geologic and engineering information is 
insufficient to determine the mineral potential. Unless otherwise specified and explained, the 
mineral report shall address all solid and fluid mineral resources that are known or mferred to 
exist at the time the report is written. 
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3060 - MINERAL REPORTS - PREPARATION AND REVIEW 

1� As piovidecl fofby tlie Antitrust Civil Process Act of 1962 (fs U.S-.-C. 
1905), any employee or officer of the United States or of any Department or agency thereof, 
that releases any confidential information without either authorization by statute or in writing 
by the owner of such information, shall be removed from office or employment and shall be 
subject to a fine of up to $1,000, a year in jail or both. 

2. A mineral report prepared as a part of a validity examination, a surface use 
determination, or any land sale, exchange, or disposal action, is an internal working document 
and may not be released to anyone, including the mining claimant, prior to issuance of a 
mineral patent or mineral contest complaint. This includes validity reports from other surface 
management agencies processed by the Bureau. 

3. After all signoffs of the mineral report, with the exceptions of confidential 
and proprietary data, the report is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA), including the recommendations and conclusions. 

4. For the purpose of FOIA, the claimant, their attorney, and the public are all 
treated equally. 

5. The release of a mineral report by another agency under FOIA prior to its
receipt by the Bureau, does not affect the Bureau's review process in any way. The mineral 
report shall be reviewed and processed in the usual manner. 

6. Appendix 2 is a copy of a 1987 Solicitor's Opinion on the FOIA status of 
validity reports. 

D. Determination Dates for Mineral Reports.

1. Withdrawn Land requires that a validity or mineral-in-character
examination must reach a conclusion as to discovery or mineral in character on the date of 
withdrawal, as well as of the date of the field examination or the hearing. 

2. Mineral Patent Am,lications located on land open to entry, the date for
determination of discovery is the date of payment of the purchase price, if all other 
requirements for issuance of the first half of the mineral entry final certificate have been 
satisfied at that time. United States v. Norman Whittacker (On Reconsideration), 102 IBLA 
162 (1988). 

BLMMANUAL 
Supersedes Rel. 3-193 

Rel. 3-284 
4/07/94 





.09D 

3060 - MINERAL REPORTS - PREPARATION AND REVIEW 

� � D� � �I.:afias�Involvea, Descriotn,y legal suodivision, protractecl survey, or metes and 
� � � � � 

bounds the area investigated and the acreage involved. Describe the geographic nature and 
general use of the land and any ongoing activities. Give the mineral survey number if 
applicable. Discuss access to the property, transportation network, and availability of power 
and water (if applicable). Provide the following information on the status of the record data if 
pertinent to the purpose of the report: 

1. Mining claim (Serial Number).
2. Mineral leases/permits/licenses (Serial Number).
3. Material sale sites (Serial Number).
4. KI.As, KGRAs, withdrawals, and any exempted KGSs.
5. Other valid existing rights (i.e., right-of-way).
6. Mineral estate ownership.
7. Surface ownership.
8. Chain of title data from Bureau and County records.
9. Pertinent data from the Historical Index related to the subject areas and 

adjacent lands.
10. Withdrawals

E. Summar_y, Conclusions, and Recommendations. See Manual Section 3060.12
for additional information. 

1. Clearly summarize the conclusions and recommendations of the Mineral
Report including the detailed review of literature and data bases, and the results of the field 
examination, if undertaken. The summary should contain as little technical jargon as possible. 

2. Conclusions (discovery, mineral land, mineral potential, etc. ).

3. Recommended action(s) such as including contest charges if appropriate, or
reservations of certain minerals. 

4. Cite case law if applicable.

F. Physiographic Data. Describe the landforms and topography within the area.
Significant and unusual origins of particular topographic features should be discussed. 
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